GCSE Science Options

N.B. There is no option where one of the 3 Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) can be dropped.

Core (‘Single’) Science
· Compulsory – not an option choice.
· Worth 1 GCSE.

· Less academically challenging - more about issues in society and scientific literacy.
· 6 multiple-choice exams + best ISA (written exam on practical work)
· 5 lessons a fortnight over two years, if Additional Science is not chosen.

· Currently about 20% of our students do Core Science only.
Additional (‘Double’) Science

· Uses up one option choice.
· Worth 2 GCSEs (one for Core, one for Additional).

· Allows students to do Science A-levels.
· 3 written exams (1 for each Science) + another ISA, on top of Core exams.
· 10 lessons a fortnight – Core Science completed in Year 10, Additional Science in Year 11.

· Taken by the majority of students.
Separate Sciences (‘Triple Science’) 

· Still only uses up one option choice.
· Separate grades for Biology, Chemistry & Physics GCSE.
· Extra content learnt – for those intending to study a Science A-level.

· 10 lessons a fortnight – but learning has to be at a faster pace, and there is more responsibility for independent learning outside lessons.
· Suitable for students achieving Level 6a or 7 by the end of Year 9.

