
CURRICULUM PHILOSOPHY 
1.
Every pupil, irrespective of gender, ethnic origin, disability, specific ability or social background, is entitled to a curriculum which is broadly based and which


a.
promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of the pupils at the school;  and


b.
prepares such pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life and of society.

2.
High standards are best achieved within a clear framework of good order and discipline.  We seek to ensure that all pupils are valued and achieve their full potential.

3.
We must strive to provide a coherent framework that affords the means for all pupils to grow and develop through the acquisition of knowledge, concepts, skills and attitudes which are embedded in a challenging and differentiated curriculum.  We do not believe that a comprehensive school should offer the same curriculum to all pupils, but that it should offer an appropriate curriculum to all pupils.

4.
Pupils with special educational needs are entitled to the same broad, balanced and relevant curriculum as other pupils.  As far as possible, they are integrated into mainstream classes and a variety of support techniques are used to help them achieve their full potential.  The school is also committed to respond appropriately to the needs of very able children.  

5.
The curriculum must conform to the National Curriculum as laid down by the Government.  However, in addition to this basic entitlement curriculum, the school seeks to determine its own distinctive curriculum by planning for additional learning objectives of particular interest or relevance to its pupils.  The school recognises the importance of a differentiated curriculum and the needs of the individual and seeks to add enrichment rather than adhere to the minimum requirements: A large range of KS4 options is offered to ensure that all pupils can select a curriculum appropriate to their needs.  French is offered to all pupils in year 7 and there are opportunities to study a further language in years 8 and 9. All pupils study English Literature as well as English Language.  Some pupils are given the opportunity to study separate Sciences at KS4 and/or Statistics.  All pupils embark on a BTEC or GCSE course in P.E.  A discrete PSE and Careers Guidance course are offered to all pupils in both Key Stages.  The locally accredited Religious Studies course is offered to all pupils at KS3, and at KS4 all pupils study the short course Religious Studies.

6. We strongly believe in the notion of early accreditation whereby pupils who are capable of doing so can bank qualifications by taking a number of Key Stage 4 qualifications at Key Stage 3. There is a fast track French curriculum for very able linguists leading to a GCSE at the end of Year 9.  All Year 8 pupils embark on an OCR ICT course leading to a qualification at the end of Year 9.  In PE pupils complete the GCSE course at the end of Year 10, beginning it in Year 9.  These strategies give greater flexibility and choice at KS4, and the school is always looking at various possibilities to enhance this flexibility.  We are also run very successful Philosophy and Ethics AS level and Advanced ASSET French courses to allow pupils to take higher qualification early. 

7.
The work related curriculum is offered to pupils for whom a more practical curriculum is suitable.  These pupils are offered 1 day per week at City College following an NVQ course and 1 day a week studying further vocational courses at school.  They follow a basic National Curriculum for the other three days at school.   Similarly, a BTEC Sport Course is offered to pupils whose strength lies in Sport.  They spend two days a week on this course including coaching at primary schools and follow a basic National Curriculum for the other three days per week. We also offer Diplomas to those pupils who wish to follow this course.

The school curriculum runs on a two week, fifty period cycle.  Each day is divided into five lessons of one hour each.  As a Sports College, we try to involve the whole curriculum in the notion of a healthy lifestyle, which we believe will lead to raising attainment in all subjects.

Curriculum Summary

Key Stage 3

Year 7 – Pupils follow a balanced timetable including Maths, English, Science, French, History, Geography, PE, Art & DT, RS, Drama, Music & ICT. Pupils are set in ability in Maths after the first half term based on performance in lessons. They are also broadly set in Science after Christmas. They attend all other lessons in mixed ability tutors groups.

Year 8 – Pupils follow a balanced timetable including English, Maths, PE, Science, DT, Drama, German, French, History, RS, Art, ICT & Music. Pupils are set in groups according to their ability in most subjects.

Year 9 – Pupils follow a balanced timetable including English, Maths, PE, Science, DT, German, French, History, RS, Art, ICT & Music. Pupils are set in groups according to their ability in most subjects.

Pupils who have shown promise in Languages may be able to start their GCSE French course early. This ‘Fast Track’ French leads to early accreditation in Year 9. 

Pupils will follow an ICT accredited course in Year 8 and 9. This will lead to them completing their course at the end of Year 9.

Key Stage 4

Pupils choose which subjects they wish to study at KS4 during Year 9. The school will try to manipulate the timetable so that all pupils get their choices. Pupils can choose from a wide range of subjects, the majority of which lead to GCSE qualifications. In PE pupils complete the GCSE course at the end of Year 10 or the BTEC course in Yr11, having started it in Year 9.  
There are other pathways available. These involve pupils completing a BTEC course (including BTEC Sport) or additional work placements to achieve NVQ qualifications. Pupils who follow these courses complete the core subjects of English, Maths, Science, RS along with Functional skills ICT and PSHE. For the rest of the time they follow enrichment courses in school and have days with City College where they follow their BTEC courses.

Pupils also have the opportunity to follow the Diploma and AS Philosophy and Ethics. The pupils study the AS level course in an option block and can then complete the A2 in further education.
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