	Dorothy Stringer School


	Policy
	Charging Policy

	Date for revision
	Autumn Term 2009

	Reviewed by
	Finance & Personnel


1.
Introduction
CHARGING AND REMISSION POLICY FOR SCHOOL ACTIVITIES PROVIDED OR ARRANGED BY THE LEA

This policy statement has been drawn up by Brighton and Hove City Council School in accordance with the requirement of Section 110 of the Education Reform Act 1988 and adopted by Dorothy Stringer School. The policy will be effective from 1 April 1989, and applicable to all registered pupils in maintained schools and tutorial units in Brighton & Hove LEA.

2.
Scope

In this policy statement:

· ‘1988 Act’ means the Education Reform Act 1988.

· ‘Prescribed public examination’ means any examination which is specified in Regulations made by the Secretary of State for Education and Science under the 1988 Act.

· ‘Outside school hours’ means those times treated as outside school hours following the application of the calculations contained in Section 107 of the Education Reform Act 1988.

· ‘Statutory duties relating to the National Curriculum’ are those imposed by Section 10 (2) of the Education Reform Act 1988.

· ‘Statutory duties relating to religious education’ are those imposed by Section 10 (1)(b) of the Education Reform Act 1988.
3. Aims:
The governors of Dorothy Stringer School firmly believe that no pupil should be excluded from an activity on the grounds of cost.  On occasion we do ask parents and carers for voluntary contributions to fund certain activities wholly or partly in school time, which would be prohibited otherwise. However, no student is excluded from any such activity on the basis on non-contribution and a small amount of our funding is set aside in an attempt to resolve this need when it arises.

4.
Responsibilities:


Charges may be made by the school to cover the cost of each of the following:-

a)
Individual music tuition which takes place in or out of school hours and which is not provided as part of the syllabus for a prescribed public examination or to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum.

b)
Activities which take place outside school hours and/or are not provided as part of the syllabus for a prescribed public examination and are not required in order to fulfil statutory duties relating to the National Curriculum or to Religious Education.

c)
Board and lodging on all types of residential visits.

d)
Examination fees for entering pupils for public examinations which are not prescribed in Regulations made under the 1988 Act and remarking of all papers as requested by parents/carers.
e)
Examination fees for entering pupils for prescribed public examinations in a syllabus other than that for which they have been prepared at the school.

f)
Preparing pupils for non-prescribed public examinations where the preparation takes place outside school hours.

g)
Entering pupils for re-sits of prescribed public examinations where no further preparation has been provided by the education establishment.

h)
Materials involved in producing ‘a finished product’ of a lesson where a parent of the pupil has indicated in advance a wish to own the product.

Remission of Charges

Remission of any charges levied by a school will normally be granted (except in the case of the finished products of practical lessons) where:-

a)
Parents are in receipt of family credit or income support (and in the case of board and lodging the activity can be classified as taking place in school hours, and if outside school hours is provided specifically to fulfil requirements of the National Curriculum, Religious Education or a syllabus of a prescribed public examination): or

b)
Parents are in receipt of a maintenance grant and / or fee transport if the pupil is aged 16+ (and where board and lodging is concerned the activity can be classified at taking place in school hours);

Or

c)
The Headteacher (the County Music Adviser for individual music tuition) has recommended remission of the charges individual cases of hardship.

5. Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

This policy will be reviewed in April 2010.
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