13th July 2009
Dear Parent/Guardian

Re: Changes to the Languages Curriculum
At the moment the Languages Department offers GCSE French to sets 1 and 2 in years 8 and 9, and GCSE French, German and/or Spanish to all pupils in years 10 and 11 through the options scheme. We have made the decision to change to the Intermediate Asset Languages Qualifications that are offered by the OCR examination board. This will take effect from September 2009.
The Asset Languages qualifications are relatively new and their introduction follows on from the introduction by the Government of the Languages Ladder in 2006.
Our reasoning for opting for the Intermediate Asset qualification is two-fold. Firstly, from this academic year, we have entered every pupil in year 9 for an external qualification in French (sets 1 & 2 - GCSE, sets 3 – Preliminary Asset and sets 4 - Breakthrough Asset). It would, therefore, allow for better consistency if all pupils were to study for the Asset qualifications in future years. We already run the Advanced Asset course for post fast track pupils, so again the Intermediate Asset qualification would be the ideal prerequisite to this.
The second reason that we have decided to introduce the Intermediate Asset qualification is that the GCSE is changing as from September 2009 and having compared the two qualifications, we feel that our pupils would gain more, linguistically, from the Asset course than from the new GCSE. The new GCSE would put even more pressure on pupils at certain points in the course due to the introduction of writing and speaking assessments which must be prepared and completed within a two week period.

For the Asset qualifications, the four language skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing will be taught through a variety of topics in preparation for final examinations. Each skill is examined separately and carries its own grade. The 4 skills combined are the equivalent to AS level French at Advanced Asset level, A*-C grade GCSE at Intermediate Asset level, D-G grade GCSE at Preliminary Asset level and Entry Level at Breakthrough Asset level. These are all nationally recognised qualifications. The Advanced Asset qualification is also awarded UCAS points for university entry and the Intermediate Asset qualification is accepted as a route into A-Level courses at Sixth Form College. Grades awarded range between grade 1 and grade 12 for each skill (1-3 = Breakthrough, 4-6 = Preliminary, 7-9 = Intermediate and 10-12 = Advanced). Pupils need to achieve a minimum of 1 grade 7 and 3 grade 8 if they wish to continue at A-level.

Your child will find out which set s/he is in at the start of term in September. We will also monitor all pupils’ progress closely over the first few weeks of the new term and will move pupils into different classes if we feel it is necessary. Sets 1 and 2 will have 5 hours of French and 2 hours of Spanish each fortnight, sets 3 will have 4 hours of French and 3 hours of Spanish each fortnight and sets 4 will have 4 hours of French each fortnight.

For more information regarding the Languages ladder and the Asset qualifications please look on the Asset languages website www.assetlanguages.org.uk . Alternatively, if you have any other questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours faithfully

Rachel Revéreault (Head of Modern Languages)
